
Long Beach Island Consolidated School District
“Riding the Waves of Excellence”

Superintendent and Principal’s Report, March 2023

Dear Parents/Guardians,

It's really hard to believe the middle of the third marking period is here! It was great to have our Read
Across America theme days, PTA sponsored assemblies and events, and parent/teacher conferences.
Mark your calendars, there will be a "Candyland" themed school dance at the LBI Grade School on
Friday, March 24th.

The EJ Media Center renovations should start the week we return from Spring Break, the tech portion of
the Media Center will be closed starting the week of April 3rd to remove the equipment prior to the
renovation.

Our garden programs have continued throughout the school year. The gardens at both EJ and LBI have
provided outdoor instructional areas for students to harvest vegetables in the fall and plant in the spring.
Many of the spring plantings were started in our hydroponic gardens. Students were able to plant lettuce
and other vegetables inside and will soon begin to transplant them to the outside gardens.

As we near Spring Recess, April 10th-14th, make sure to take some time to recharge for the final stretch
of an amazing school year! The success of this school year has been due to the cooperation of all those
in our school community. With this, enjoy the upcoming warmer weather days outside with family and
friends.

Again, many thanks for all you do!

Warmest regards,

Dr. Peter Kopack



Parent Teacher Association

We would like to thank our PTA for their continued support. Thank you to all of the parents and teachers
for their time and effort! We are looking forward to the many learning activities planned. Please make
sure to sign up to become a member of the PTA. Special thanks to our PTA for all of their hard work,
especially at the PTA meetings...many thanks to all for a job well done!

Thanks to Mr. Jim for the wonderful assembly - the students learned a lot and had a great time.  Special
thanks to the LBI PTA for making the arrangements for us.

Our sixth grade students have begun investigating weather phenomena, and figuring out what causes the
weather to change. Specifically, they are trying to explain what caused Superstorm Sandy to become a
winter cyclone. By collecting local and historical weather data and analyzing the data, students have
been creating collaborative models to explain how weather changes over time. Through informational
text, videos, and examination and analysis of weather maps with air masses, students also have been
identifying spatial and temporal relationships in the data, and figuring out what causes these changes to
occur.

Our fifth grade students have been investigating endangered species and the factors causing these
species to become endangered. By reading informational paired text and exploring maps and data,
students created Google Slides presentations on their chosen species to share with their peers.

These students also have been investigating stars and their apparent brightness. Through hands-on
investigations, informational text, videos and computer simulations, students have been able to explain
what stars are and what causes apparent brightness.



Music with Mr. Cotov

Our music program continues its strong "march" into March! In class, students are singing and
performing "The Leprechaun Leap". Our older grades are focused on "The Emerald Isle'' and its bagpipe
accompaniment. Our music ensembles are meeting during the school day, and after school with great
success. Band membership is increasing with Flutes, Clarinets, Saxophones, Trumpets, Ukuleles, Bass
and Percussion. Our violins are playing new original compositions by director, Tim Cotov. One called
"Reflection" challenges our players across the full violin range. Chorus is developing more repertoire,
now including the classic "Old Time Rock 'n' Roll". Several members are accompanying themselves on
Ukulele while they sing.

EJ and LBI School Physical Education
As we finish up tennis with grades 3-6 this coming week, we will next be taking on the increasingly
popular sport of pickleball. A friendly reminder as the weather gets “colder” we are going to have
OUTSIDE recess as much as possible. Please remember winter coats, hats, and gloves. Thanks so much.

PRESCHOOL NEWS

This month, we are learning all about Pets. We will be discovering all different types of

pets and how we can care for them. Pets can be really small and really big! We talked

about what pets we have at home and what pets we would like to have. In our dramatic

play, it will be a PetSmart. The students will be able to adopt an animal of their choice.

The students will also learn how to be a veterinarian and groomer. In the veterinarian

section, they will have a doctor kit to take care of all of the animals. In the grooming

section, there will be shampoo, blow dryer, and combs to make the animals look nice. For

our literacy lessons, we are learning different word families with words that are 3

letters.  We will learn about the -at, -ap, -an, -op, -ot, and -og families this month.

We will be celebrating Dr. Seuss and Read Across America by checking out these word

families in his books! In math, we are learning the numbers 11-20. We will explore how

these numbers look in words, ten frames, and tally marks. The PreK4 class is taking a trip

to Insectropolis where we will be able to learn more about bugs around us as well as bugs

from all over the world. It will be a great opportunity to see and touch bugs that we do

not normally see in our area.  The students will have a really great time.



Kindergarten Crew March Happenings
March is blowing in like a lion in Kindergarten! We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday

and Read Across America by reading a variety of Dr. Seuss books and participating

in a school-wide Seussical program! What a wacky week! We are becoming expert

mathematicians counting and comparing double digit numbers and adding with two ten

frames. Our literacy centers allow us to practice our letter skills, word building,

sight word recognition and sentence writing. We are becoming awesome Kindergarten

readers and writers! We will be learning about healthy foods, plants and animals.

As the month starts to go out like a lamb we will welcome Spring by creating

beautiful crafts and heading back out to our EJ garden for Farming Fridays. What

an exciting month of learning in Kindergarten!

Read Across America event!

First Grade
At this point in the school year, the students are really digging deep into their knowledge and
understanding of letters and words. All of our lessons and strategies are coming together and the kids
are really blossoming into amazing readers and writers. Over the past couple of weeks, we were
introduced to various vowel teams (two vowels that stick together to make a long vowel sound). These
vowels can be a bit tricky at times, but as long as we put our best foot forward, the kids will do great! In
math, we have been working on double digit addition and subtraction (with and without regrouping).
We practiced how to use a 120s chart, tens and ones cubes, and even mental math to solve these complex
problems. Our upcoming lessons will be focused on direct and indirect measurement, as well as time.
Time can be a bit tricky for our first grade friends, but do not fret…we have a lot of different activities to
help make these lessons engaging and fun. Plants and animals will continue being explored in Science.
We will be doing some exciting hands-on activities throughout the month. Be prepared to hear some
interesting tales after we complete said activities. Times have changed quite a bit over the course of one
hundred years. In Social Studies, we are going to look into how technology has improved. This is
always fun because the children don’t quite understand how lucky they really are in today’s world! It is
going to be really neat learning about all of these changes because in May we will be visiting Historic
Cold Spring Village in Cape May. This trip will really enable the children to see and experience first
hand what times used to be like–such a nice tie into our curriculum! Spring is almost here, and we are
hopping right along.



Second Grade
It was a fun start to the month of March for the second grade students at EJ! To celebrate Read Across
America, students took part in Dr. Seuss-themed learning centers where they practiced skills, played
games and did craft activities. The students really enjoyed it! Second graders continue to work diligently
throughout each subject area too. In ELA, students are writing a "How To" informational paragraph,
where they are explaining a step-by-step process on how to make or do something. Students' published
directions will be displayed outside the second grade classrooms. Check them out, you might learn a
thing or two! In addition, second graders have been learning about characterization, the moral of a story,
and most recently, fact vs. opinion. These language arts skills, along with the Orton-Gillingham spelling
skills, are reinforced through weekly literacy centers. In Math, students just finished up utilizing
strategies for subtracting 2-digit numbers. One helpful strategy was to complete the subtraction
equations vertically, showing regrouping when needed. Second graders have gotten really good at this!
Now they are learning how to use clue words to help them solve addition and subtraction word
problems. In Science, students have been learning about fast and slow changes to our Earth. During a
hands-on activity, they used sand, rocks, and water to model weathering, erosion and deposition. In
Social Studies, second graders are learning about the constitution and how our country's government is
organized. They will be making trees to illustrate the three branches of government. Second Graders
continue to take on each day with a positive attitude towards learning. The second grade teachers are
very proud of them, and the progress they have shown thus far!

Third Grade
By the Third Grade Students

We are learning a lot of things. Here are some of them. We have learned a lot about the Lenni Lenape
culture. They are Native Americans who lived in New Jersey. So far in Math we have learned about
fractions. We are learning about weather, climate, and clouds. We have improved a lot in reading, and
right after recess we have Drop Everything And Read. We have also been doing our animal research
essays. We have better grammar than in the beginning of the school year. Our spelling words have
become more advanced in ELA.

Fourth Grade
Our lucky 4th grade is experiencing so much fun and excitement during the month of March! In Social
Studies, we are continuing to learn and practice our States and Capitals, discussing what makes our
country great, and presenting our Famous American Landmarks Technology Project to our homeroom
classes. We are integrating writing and technology to create Diamante poems, which are going to be
published in an upcoming issue of the Echoes of LBI magazine. Math class is quite busy right now - we
are learning how to add and subtract all types of fractions. Science topics are focusing on alternative
types of energy and how we can continue to help our environment. Right now, we are enjoying the
warmer weather and looking forward to a wonderful spring!



Fifth Grade

The 5th graders cannot believe it is March already. Now we are ready for some warmer weather. In
ELA we are finishing our Holocaust novel- Number of the Stars. We will be starting our research
project soon. In Social Studies we are working on the thirteen colonies. It’s off to the “middle” colonies
next.  We had a wonderful Read Across America week. The LEAD U assembly was so much fun!

Sixth Grade
Spring is arriving and with it the promise of end-of-year fun! The 6th graders are looking forward to
making memories in their last few months as LBI students, beginning with the field trip to see Hercules
the Musical this month! Although June seems to be rapidly approaching, there is still plenty of learning
to do. In ELA, the students have been focusing on the refugee experience by reading nonfiction articles
regarding World War 2 and the holocaust. This is used as background building for the second novel
study, A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park. This narrative nonfiction novel is told in alternating
perspectives: a young male Sudanese refugee in the 1980s and a young Sudanese girl in 2008. In math,
the 6th graders have been learning about ratios, rates, and their real-world applications. Students have
been exploring and comparing constant speeds and MPG's of different cars. They've also been grocery
shopping and calculating unit prices to see which items are the best buy. Over the next week, students
are going to be practicing unit conversions and using dimensional analysis as a way to switch from one
unit to another.

Garden News
We are off to a rainy start in the EJ Garden but the wetness brings exciting news. CoCoRAHS has
reestablished our garden rain gauge in their network of volunteers who monitor the weather. What is
CoCoRAHS? CoCoRAHS is a network of volunteers. Each time a storm crosses our area, volunteers
take measurements of precipitation from as many locations as possible. The data is then displayed and
organized for many end users such as the National Weather Service, other meteorologists, hydrologists,
emergency managers, city utilities, insurance adjusters, USDA, engineers, mosquito control, ranchers
and farmers, outdoor recreation interests, teachers, students, and the community. Scan the blue QR
Code below for more information.  Thanks to Mr. Keith for hanging the QR Codes in the garden.



We are also enthusiastically reporting that our Red Emperor Tulips are emerging for an anticipated
Spring Showing in the EJ Garden. The EJ Garden is participating in this data collection process through
a program known as Journey North, which tracks seasonal changes across North America. This data
collection process is known as phenology. Phenology is Nature's Calendar; it tracks natural events like:
when birds start building nests, when leaves fall from trees and when tulips bloom to name only three
(3).  It is the science of "When". Scan the red QR code for more information.

Thank you Katie McClellan and the Kids Care students for beginning to collect observations. Last week,
our Spring Veggies were started with three (3) varieties of radish. Kindergarten is utilizing the Root
Views to monitor radish progress indoors on their window sills and the Grade 2 Lunch Bunch will be
planting 4 varieties of lettuce indoors for the light garden to get a head start for the season.

https://journeynorth.org/about-journey-north

